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There There a Novel by Tommy Orange
By Jennifer Porcelli

Topic:
> There There by Tommy Orange - Rights of McKinley Tech - Background information
There There

> Curriculum Overarching Theme: Human vs. Search for Identity

> Overall Objective - Open minds to Native American Culture & connection to
Philadelphia as a racialized space today and our goal as a more united city

> Themes: Storytelling and its importance to Native American culture; coincidence, fate,
and the interconnectedness of all things; violence; substance abuse and addiction;
suicide; personal identity versus cultural identity; the concept of home

> Essential Questions: Why is it important to tell a story from different perspectives?
How can we share our stories with one another? How can the people of Philly share
their experiences/perspectives/stories in a safe space?

Objectives/PACC:
> Reading Literature
o CC.1.3.11-12.C Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to
develop and relate elements of a story.
> Reading Literature
o CC.1.3.11-12.1 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade- level reading and content, choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.
> Reading Informational Text
o CC.1.2.11-12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis
of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences and conclusions based on
and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.
> Speaking and Listening




o (CC.1.5.11-12.DPresent information, findings, and supporting evidence,
conveying a clear and distinct perspective; organization, development,
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

Gradual Release Model/Instructional Strategies/Daily Activities:
> Direct Instruction:
o Introduce There There Cast of Characters in the novel
o Introduce the novel using juxtaposition Native American Boarding School
students vs. modern Navajo Nation student Juxtaposition & a short video on
Native American culture (Attention Getting -Interest Building)
Introduce Indigenous author Tommy Orange & his background

Introduce Route 66 (iconic perspective)
Introduce Setting of Oakland California - Juxtaposition Juxtaposition
Oakland’s (Alameda County) Opioid Epidemic to Kensington neighborhood,
Philadelphia Drug Epidemic

o * Additional Juxtaposition Street Art Philadelphia’s Graffiti Pier vs. Navajo
Nation Trading Post Juxtaposition

o Students Background knowledge on Native American culture - use a poll to
determine student’s exposure

o Discussion of novel’s profanity (Permission Letter to be sent out to Parents via
syllabus)

o Daily Journaling - Perspective, Culture, Inevitability - circulating around the
themes/big ideas in the novel

A\

Modeling: Read Alouds/Excerpts/Perspective

A\

Guided Practice: Guided and Independent Reading Instruction

> Independent Practice: Teacher as Support/facilitator/Student Centered Reading &
Discussion, Student Generated Padlet
Project

> Final Culminating Project - Racialized Spaces - Bringing it Home to Philadelphia -
TBD Final There There Project #

> Ideas:

o Design an event to bring the city, specifically the neighborhood, together. (5K
run, bbq, craft fair, sporting event, peaceful demonstration/march, car wash,

giveaway, et al.
o Create a culminating classroom teambuilding activity that allows students to
share their story via presentations in which every student must make a



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-15wnYpamxmss34i0XeI0APL2K9PHYJXj1XvcSn6Qkg/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EaN5PQxZ3HBBFlZwszCiD4zx8jyl4KaT8e7HjG1HgQ4/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EaN5PQxZ3HBBFlZwszCiD4zx8jyl4KaT8e7HjG1HgQ4/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EaN5PQxZ3HBBFlZwszCiD4zx8jyl4KaT8e7HjG1HgQ4/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pc5RRKxZYik6UiFq3BWFP_32Kgq94zTKZaUCshoi1CM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pc5RRKxZYik6UiFq3BWFP_32Kgq94zTKZaUCshoi1CM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Cw1URyDW0WhNyD2Xq7LRgX-QKLwCmbjWopb0qxVw54E/edit

connection to another student in some way. Me Presentation Project Me
Presentation

Resources:

> There, There - A Novel by Tommy Orange (ALHS bookroom), Google Slideshow
Presentation, Google Classroom Assignments, Speakers, Smartboard, Chromebooks,
Chart paper, et al.

SDP Curriculum/Common Core/Pennsylvania State Standards
Northern Arizona University Archives/ Special Collections

Personal Photos - Navajo Nation, Twin Arrows Casino & Trading Post
Readings - NEH Workshop

vy VVY

Links to Additional Resources:
> One Book Philadelphia curriculum resource Free Library of Philadelphia

Vocabulary:
> Advancing Vocabulary Skills Review, Literary & Key Terms
> Literary Terms: Oral History, Perspective/Point of View, Storytelling, Paradox, Motifs
> There There Novel Terms/References

o PowWow

John Wayne

Sand Creek Massacre

Cheyenne & Arapaho

Mel Gibson

Kevin Costner

Iron Eyes Cody

Dances With Wolves

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

Urbanity

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

Tag (graffiti)

Solipsism

Blood quantum laws
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KPWGL7rvDoELqy0sfk-MhC1mJcVx7JhP52fOg4IP-CU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KPWGL7rvDoELqy0sfk-MhC1mJcVx7JhP52fOg4IP-CU/edit
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/programs/onebook/obop20/docs/there-there-curriculum.pdf

o QGentrification

o Tomahawk

o PCP (drug usage)
o Reservation

O peyote

> Other Terms: Racialization, Navajo Nation, Twin Arrows Casino, Flagstaff, Arizona,
Indian Country, Pulitzer Prize

Checking for Understanding/Homework:
> Vocabulary Review - Advancing Vocabulary Skills (SDP)
> Writing Assessment/Portfolio including Daily Journal Writing - Themes in There There
> Daily Journals:
o Example: What does it mean to be from Philadelphia?
o Do you think graffiti is art? Explain why or why not.
o




